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Comrades, Legion Family, 
and Friends, 

It is hard to believe that two 
full months have already 
passed since taking office, 
but what an incredible and 
inspiring start to our year 
this has been. As I reflect on 
July and August, my heart is 
filled with gratitude for the 
warm welcomes, dedicated 
service, and unwavering 
camaraderie I have experi-
enced in every corner of our 
Great Commonwealth. 

If you have been following 
our Department Facebook 
page, you have seen 
firsthand that we haven’t 
pulled back on the throttle 
for a single moment. From 
local post visitations and 
community events to cele-
brating major milestones 
across Massachusetts, see-

ing our members actively 
working the mission of The 
American Legion has been 
the absolute highlight of 
my tenure so far. 

A few recent events stand 
out that truly capture the 
spirit of what we do: 

 USS Constitution Designat-
ed a Purple Heart Ship: On 
Friday, August 21st, I had 
the distinct honor of 
attending a historic cere-
mony aboard "Old Iron-
sides" designating the USS 
Constitution as an official 
Purple Heart Ship. Standing 
on those historic decks was 
a deeply moving experi-
ence and a powerful re-
minder of the sacrifices 
made by our nation's 
wounded warriors—and 
why we fight so hard to 
support them every day. 

 Post 193 Family Installa-
tion in Winchendon: On 
Sunday, August 23rd, I trav-
eled to Post 193 in Win-
chendon to join their Le-
gion Family Installation. 
Seeing the Legionnaires, 
Auxiliary, Sons of The 
American Legion, and Rid-
ers stand together as a  

 
Continued on Page 2 

Department Commander 

Robert Jerdan 



 

 

Pa

   Commander’s Corner (Continued from Page 1) 

unified front was inspiring. Congratulations to all the newly installed officers—your leadership keeps our 
grassroots foundation strong and active in local communities. 

 Looking Ahead to National Convention: As I write this piece, I am preparing to travel to the National Con-
vention in Louisville, Kentucky. The National Convention is always a fantastic opportunity to reunite with 
old friends, build new relationships with Legionnaires from across the country, and bring fresh ideas and 
energy back home to Massachusetts. 

These past two months have reaffirmed what I have always known: the strength of the Department of 
Massachusetts lies in our posts, our members, and our shared commitment to veterans, youth, and our 
communities. Whether we are honoring naval history, installing post leadership, or advocating for grass-
roots change, the work you do matters. 

Thank you for your warm support, your continued hard work, and for wearing that Legion cap with pride. 
Let’s keep this momentum going as we head into the fall! 

For God and Country 

ONE Team ONE Fight 

Robert Jerdan  
Department Commander 

  Newly Elected National Officers 

National Commander Jay Bowen. National President Coral May Grout, Na-

tional Commander of the SAL Tom Skelley 

Go To The American Legion Department of Massachusetts on  

Facebook for additional photos from Convention!! 
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   Detachment Commander 

Greetings Department of Mas-

sachusetts American Legion 

Family, 

To all of my brother blue-
cappers that make up the De-
tachment of Massachusetts, I 
bring to you exciting news. We 
have a new National Com-
mander! Thom Skelley from 
the Detachment of Texas was 
unanimously elected to serve 
as the head of our organization 
for the 2026-2027 membership 

year at our National Convention in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. Commander Skelley is a 21-year member of 
the SAL, whose eligibility derives from his father, 
William M. Skelley Sr., a WWII veteran who served in 
the Pacific. He also is a personal friend and I am con-
fident that we are in good hands in the coming year.   
 
After his installation, Commander Skelley pointed 
out a simple truism – “every member matters.” Be it 
Son, Legionnaire, member of the Auxiliary, or Rider, 
every member matters because they matter to 
somebody. As such, “we need to engage them more, 
ask what their passion is, and bring that out of them, 
so that they are able to serve more.” 
 
Commander Skelley also put forth a challenge to 
every Squadron across this nation. His Commander’s 
Project for the year focuses on POW/MIA Recovery 
and Recognition. To raise awareness, he asks for 
Sons to go to one of their local restaurants and put 

in a POW/MIA table. For Squadrons unable to pay 
for one or if the restaurants lacks the space, soon 
there will be opportunity to download a shareable 
POW/MIA poster that can be printed at a local print 
shop. The poster features an image of a properly set 
table, the ceremony, and an explanation of its sig-
nificance. There also will be a blank area at the 
bottom of the page that will allow local Post Families 
to share their contact information.  
 
Finally, he encouraged every Son to get out in front 
of their communities. He acknowledged that we 
don’t do what we do for the applause; rather, “we 
do it for the cause.” However, he noted that “we’re 
our own worst enemy when it comes to tooting our 
own horn.” So, to counter this, we, as Sons of the 
American Legion, need to be active in our communi-
ties and engaged to educate the public as to what 
we and the Legion Family do on a daily basis. And, if 
we do so, we will continue to grow as an organiza-
tion and better serve our veteran communities.    
 
On a side note: membership cards for all squadrons 
have been distributed to representatives within each 
district. If your Squadron’s cards have yet to arrive, 
please contact me directly at command-
er@salmass.org   
 
May God continue to bless our veterans, the Ameri-
can Legion Family, and the United States of America. 
 
Jesse Limanek 
Commander for the Detachment of Massachusetts 

Detachment  

Commander 
Jesse Limanek 

  National Commander—Thomas “Tom” Skelley 

Thomas “Thom” Skelley is a dedicated 21-year member of the Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion, earning his eligibility through the honorable wartime service of his fa-
ther, William M. Skelley Sr., who served in the Pacific Theater during World War II 
from 1941 to 1945. 

Throughout his years of service, Thom has held numerous leadership positions at 
the Squadron, District, Division, and Detachment levels.  
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   Adjutants Corner 

The American Legion 

Department Of Massachusetts 

 

Good day legionnaires; 

This September 11th marks the 25th anniversary of the horrific attacks on our Nation.  The events of that 
day are personal to me; because I was stationed at the Pentagon for nearly ten years and had recently 
been discharged.  September 11th for many in our Nation is personal as well. September 11th changed the 
lives so many Americans in the aftermath of the attack. Bravery found a whole new generation of Ameri-
cans.  We should reflect on those who died that day but also be grateful our Nation has citizens who will 
stand up during the Nation’s most trying times to defend her.   

The Department of Massachusetts delegates and alternates are returning home from our annual National 
Convention in Louisville, KY.  The delegation is looking forward to sharing with all of you all the information 
and training received at the National Convention.  The National Convention as well as National Meetings is 
an excellent opportunity for many Legionnaires from across the country to share ideas, information, and 
communicate with each other about the exciting happenings within their own Departments.   

The Department of Massachusetts continues to be busy this fall.  September and October will be filled with 
many Posts and Districts getting restarted from the summer.  Department will have representatives attend-
ing CAC (Combined Americanism Conference) and our annual Fall Meetings.  October is also Anti Bullying 
Month.  Emblem Sales has an excellent comic book to help promote Anti Bullying. And before you know it 
it’s Thanksgiving. Gobble Gobble  

 

Keep up all the Good Work You Do! 

 

Yours in Comradeship, 

Lisa A. McPhee 

Lisa A. McPhee 
Department Adjutant 
The Department of Massachusetts 

 

24 Beacon Street ∙ State House Room 546-2 ∙ Boston, MA   02133 ∙ (617) 727-2966 
                           deptadjutant@masslegion.org 

The American Legion was built on and committed to four key pillars that still stand today: 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, and Children and Youth 

Veterans Straightening America    Since 1919 and into the Future 
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   Membership—DSVC Drew Pajak 

 
 

JUST ASK: 200 New Members per District 
 

Growing Membership Today to Protect the American Legion of Tomorrow 

 
Membership is the lifeblood of The American Legion. It gives us the people, resources and collective voice 
to serve veterans, support their families, strengthen our communities and advocate for those who have 
worn the uniform. 
 
But membership does not maintain itself. 
 
Every year, we lose members. Some pass away. Some relocate. Some simply do not renew. Others become 
disconnected from their Post or from the organization. This is attrition, and over many years its cumulative 
effect can be significant. 
 
The American Legion's own membership training material recognizes this reality. It notes that normal attri-
tion is inevitable and specifically emphasizes that, for a Post to remain healthy, the members lost through 
attrition must be replaced through an effective recruiting program. 
 
That is why I am asking every District in the Department of Massachusetts to accept a straightforward 
challenge: 
 
200 NEW MEMBERS PER DISTRICT 
 
Why 200? 
 
Because this isn't an arbitrary number. It represents a deliberate effort to begin replacing the members we 
have lost through years of attrition while building a stronger foundation for the future. 
 
Two hundred members across an entire District is achievable when we stop looking at membership as the 
responsibility of one Membership Chairman, one Commander or a handful of dedicated recruiters. 
 
Continued on Page 7  
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   Membership—DSVC Drew Pajak 

 
 

Break the number down. 
 
If 20 Posts participate, that's only 10 new members per Post. 
 
If 40 Legionnaires in a District each recruit five veterans, that's 200 new members. 
 
And if hundreds of Legionnaires across a District simply make a commitment to talk to the eligible veterans 
they already know, 200 becomes much less intimidating. 
 
The real question is not, "Where are we going to find 200 veterans?" 
 
The question is: 
 
"How many eligible veterans do we already know who have never been asked?"   JUST ASK 
 
Most of us know someone who is eligible for The American Legion but isn't a member. 
 
A coworker, A neighbor, A friend, A family member. 
 
Someone at a veteran’s event, a motorcycle ride, a ballgame, a community festival or the local coffee shop. 
Someone you served with twenty or thirty years ago. Someone who recently separated from the military. 
Someone who may have heard of The American Legion but has absolutely no idea what we actually do. 
 
The opportunity is already around us. 
 
We just have to ask. 
 
Don't begin the conversation with a membership application. Begin it with a conversation. 
 
"Did you serve?" 
 
"Are you a member of The American Legion?" 
 
"Has anyone ever asked you to join?" 
 
Then tell them why you belong. 
 
Tell them about veterans helping veterans. Tell them about Boys State, Girls State, American Legion Base-
ball, the Oratorical Contest, scholarships and youth programs. Tell them about veterans advocacy, assis-
tance programs, community service and the work being performed by Posts across Massachusetts. 
 
Continued on Page 8 
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   Membership—DSVC Drew Pajak 

 
 

Most importantly, show them that The American Legion is not simply a building or a bar. 
 
It is a mission. 
 
Nationally, The American Legion continues to emphasize both recruiting and retention. Its membership 
awards recognize individual recruiters, Posts, Districts and Departments for membership achievement, 
while its Post Membership Retention Award specifically recognizes Posts that retain at least 90% of their 
previous year's membership. That tells us something important: we need both. 
 
We must retain the members we have while continuously bringing new veterans into the organization. 
 
REPLACING ATTRITION IS ONLY THE BEGINNING 
 
Getting 200 new members in each District isn't simply about reaching a membership percentage. 
It is about replacing decades of attrition, It is about putting younger veterans into our Posts. 
It is about bringing more women veterans into leadership. It is about finding the next Post Commander, 
District Commander, committee chairman, service officer, baseball coach and volunteer. It is about 
making sure that when today's leaders are no longer able to carry the load, someone is standing behind 
them ready to pick it up. 
 
Every new member represents another potential volunteer, another advocate for veterans, another set 
of hands at a community event and another voice when The American Legion speaks on behalf of Amer-
ica's veterans. 
 
National's own recruiting guidance makes the same point from another direction: veterans want oppor-
tunities to serve and make a difference, and Posts need to show prospective members how joining gives 
them that opportunity. 
 
THE 200-MEMBER DISTRICT CHALLENGE 
 
I am asking every District to make 200 NEW MEMBERS its goal. 
 
Not transfers from one Post to another. Not moving names around on a membership report. 
 
New members. New veterans. New energy. 
 
District leadership should encourage every Post to participate. Posts should identify veterans in their 
communities, attend public events, conduct membership drives, use social media, reconnect with for-
mer members and — most importantly — encourage every current Legionnaire to personally recruit. 
 
 
Continued on Page 9 
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   Membership—DSVC Drew Pajak 

 
 

Imagine what happens when every District accepts the challenge. 
 
Instead of simply trying to slow membership decline, we begin reversing it. Instead of asking how many 
members we lost, we start asking:  
How many veterans did we bring into the Legion Family this year? 
 
IT STARTS WITH ONE 
 
Nobody is asking one person to recruit 200 members. 
 
I'm asking every Legionnaire to find one. 
 
One veteran who isn't a member. One veteran who doesn't know what we do. 
 
One veteran who served their country and still has something to contribute to their community. 
 
Talk to them. Tell them why you joined. Tell them why you stayed. Tell them what The American Legion 
does. 
 
And then ask the simplest question in membership: 
 
"WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN?" 
 
That is how we get to 200. 
 
One conversation, One veteran, One new member at a time. 
 
Our membership challenges were not created overnight, and they will not be solved overnight. But we 
can change the direction of our Department if every District, every Post and every Legionnaire accepts 
responsibility for the future of this organization. 
 
200 new members per District. It is achievable, It is necessary, and it starts with two words: 
 
JUST ASK. 
 
Drew Pajak 
Department Membership Chairman 
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   Membership & Post Activities—PDC Scott Conner 

 
 

Leaving on a Jet Plane………………  
 
The Department of Massachusetts contingent is on their way home from the National Membership Work-
shop.  A great time was had by all that participated in the various modules of membership training that 
was provided.  I arrived a few days early to attend the Membership and Post Activities Committee, and 
what an honor to sit at the Massachusetts desk in the John P. “Jake” Comer NEC room at National Head-
quarters.  As part of M&PA, I have been assigned to awards sub-committee, which has been very busy for 
the past year.  We are currently doing a page 1 to the end review of the National Awards Program.  Cur-
rently in process is a modification to the “Gold Brigade” award.  We are looking for clarity of awards crite-
ria (bringing up to date to 2026), any duplicity among the awards, and reviewing under used awards. We 
recently released a “Quick Guide to Membership Awards” brochure,  this has been distributed to every 
Post across the country.  Please take a look, we love to recognize those that are bringing it. 
 
The M&PA Committee is committed to providing any assistance we can to Departments and it’s member-
ship teams.  We have some great material coming through the channels.  One of our bigger projects is a 
revamp of the Post Responsibility Audit.  Being the chairman of this project, I will be asking for Depart-
ment assistance to support a “pilot” of the new concept.  I’ll discuss more at DEC. 
 
The National membership workshop was an incredible environment for instruction on a myriad of mem-
bership topics.  The instruction, the opportunity to create new contacts and reinforce new, is always a 
highlight of these events.  As was repeated numerous times we do not have an Idea Problem, many many 
of us have great ideas, we suffer from a “Idea Sharing Problem”.  So converse with other, share ideas as 
to what you do to make your Post more successful.  I am sure you will be hearing more from our Depart-
ment Membership Chair SrVC Drew Pajak in regards to the great content of the National Membership 
Workshop. 
 
National Convention is in the books!  What a great time.  Visiting with old friends, exchanging wisdoms 
from the challenges of the past year, and assisting each other with crafting accomplishments for the fu-
ture.  Making new contacts and friends, exchanging ideas, attending committee meetings,  can’t wait till 
Kansas City. 
 
We have a new program in the Department, American Legion Cruisers.  Interested in starting a car club at 
your Post, info is available and will be distributed to the District Commanders at the DEC.  Looking for-
ward to a great year. 
 
Scott M. Conner 
Past Dept. Commander 
Chair, M&PA 
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  Children & Youth — DVC Cindy Lacoste 

One of Four Pillars of The Ameri-

can Legion is Children and Youth.  

The American Legion's youth pro-

grams, include Baseball, Boys Na-

tion, Junior Shooting Sports, and 

the Oratorical Contest, which are 

designed to build leadership, citi-

zenship, and excellence.  

Since its inception in 1925, Ameri-

can Legion Baseball’s reputation 

as one of the most successful and 

tradition-rich amateur athletic 

leagues has endured. Today, the 

program registers teams in all 50 

states plus Canada. Each year 

young people, ages 13 to 19, par-

ticipate. Countless ALB alumni 

have also gone on to play in col-

lege and professional baseball, 

with 82 inducted into the Baseball 

Hall of Fame. This August, Lincoln 

Carpetland Post 500 of Lincoln, 

Nebraska was the 99th winner of 

the American Legion World Series. 

Since 1935, American Legion Boys 

State and Boys Nation have 

offered top high school juniors a 

unique, hands-on experience in 

how government works. At Boys 

State, students run mock govern-

ments and engage in civic leader-

ship. Two delegates from each 

Boys State program are selected 

for Boys Nation in Washington, 

D.C., where they serve as U.S. sen-

ators in a week of mock sessions, 

party conventions, and national 

landmark visits. Many alumni go 

on to careers in public service or 

politics. 

The American Legion Junior 

Shooting Sports Program is a gun 

safety education and marksman-

ship program that encompasses 

the basic elements of safety, edu-

cation, enjoyment and competi-

tion. The top eight precision and 

sporter competitors competed in 

The American Legion's Junior 3-

Position Air Rifle National Champi-

onship finals July 25 at the John A. 

Halter Shooting Sports Center at 

Hillsdale College in Hillsdale, 

Michigan. Maggie Palfrey of Penn-

sylvania and Alexandra Orr of Vir-

ginia named 2026 American Le-

gion Junior 3-Position Air Rifle Na-

tional champions. 

The American Legion’s National 

Oratorical Contest challenges high 

school students to explore and 

understand the U.S. Constitution 

while developing confidence, 

leadership, and communication 

skills. Since 1938, the program has 

prepared young people for citi-

zenship through critical thinking 

and public speaking. Contestants 

gain a deeper appreciation for the 

Constitution and the responsibili-

ties of American citizenship, while 

building integrity, advocacy skills, 

and respect for civic engagement. 

For many participants, it's not just 

about winning; it's 

about discovering their voice, 

strengthening their character, and 

carrying forward the legacy of 

American democracy. Juliet Hetzel 

of Colorado Springs, Colo., won 

the 87th American Legion Nation-

al Oratorical Contest, “A U.S. Con-

stitutional Speech Contest.” She 

takes home a $25,000 scholarship 

that she will use to study law at 

Patrick Henry College. 

Let’s ensure that we help contin-

ue these legacy programs for the 

betterment of our youth. 
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   Americanism— Chris Manning 

 
 

With the start of the new year in our Department fresh back from National Convention hosting DEC and 
District Meetings as well as that at the Post level. Membership, assisting our Veterans and their chil-
dren attending the many events sponsored and attended by many of our Veterans. We will start 
hosting our Americanism Zoom meetings in the month of September on Tuesday evenings at 7PM. I 
will have IT put the zoom link on the Department Calendar. 

The Americanism Team will once again be looking for Both American and Foreign born awards to be 
presented at our next Department Convention. If you feel there is someone that would be a good can-
didate please feel free to reach out to someone on our team. Our current members are Saly Nay, Peter 
Stanley, Robert Lewis, Ken Starks, Chairman Chris Manning, Rich Mangels and Vice Chairman Bob 
Burke. We had two outstanding nominees for the 2025-2026 year, both Rose Ladue and Jillian Battles 
represent our Veteran Community with the rich Spirit that makes us a Great Nation that we are. We 
look forward to another  ear working as a Team celebrating the many accomplishments through our 
Youth Programs. Whether Legion baseball, Boys and Girls State, Oratorical along with Student Trooper 
to name a few. The Americanism Team looks forward to playing a big roll with all these programs 
offered by our State. Strength through Comradeship! 

  Grassroots Action Center 
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  Softball 

CHARLTON POST 391 ARE YOUR 2026 MASSACHUSETTS AMERICAN LEGION FASTPITCH 

SOFTBALL CHAMPIONS!  

What an incredible way to close out the 2026 season! 

Over two nights at Ruel Fields in Oxford, eight teams battled through seven playoff games filled with walk-

off wins, upsets, dominant pitching, big innings, and unforgettable moments. 

Championship Wednesday opened with two semifinal matchups. Charlton Post 391 defeated top-seeded 

Sturbridge Post 109, 3-1, while Webster-Dudley Post 184 advanced with a 17-5 win over Cherry Valley 

Post 443.  That set the stage for the title game. 

Charlton Post 391 capped off an incredible tournament run with a 9-0 victory over Webster-Dudley Post 

184 to capture the 2026 Massachusetts American Legion Fastpitch Softball Championship. Caraline Lam-

bert was outstanding again in the circle, and Charlton broke the game open with a six-run sixth inning. 

Congratulations to Charlton Post 391 on an outstanding championship run and to Webster-Dudley Post 

184 on an incredible season and runner-up finish. 

Thank you to every player, coach, volunteer, umpire, family, sponsor, and member of the Legion Family 

who helped make this season a success. From Opening Day to our first All-Star Game, the Kelly A. McCue 

Memorial Scholarship presentation, and now crowning our 2026 champions, this league continues to 

grow because of all of you. 

Congratulations again to Charlton Post 391!  
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  Youth Cadet/Student Trooper 
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   Membership—DSVC Drew Pajak 
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   Election Cycle Reminder—Don’t be that Post 

 
 

As the 2026 election nears, it is imperative for American Legion members and posts to remember that 
The American Legion is a nonpolitical, nonpartisan organization that will not be used for the dissemina-
tion of partisan principles nor for the promotion of any candidate or party. This includes the wearing of 
American Legion and Sons of The American Legion apparel when engaged in partisan activities.  

As Legionnaires will cast their ballots on Election Day, The American Legion advocates for all U.S. citizens 
to register and vote in all elections through its “Get Out the Vote” program. Download the “Vote, Ameri-
ca” brochure to see how your post can encourage more Americans to vote. 

Legion posts, Legionnaires and SAL members should follow these dos and don’ts during an election cy-
cle: 

1.   Can I wear my American Legion cap to a political event or when promoting my political views in 
media? No. The American Legion cap is considered the official Legion uniform. If attending a political 
event, The American Legion cap, or any clothing with The American Legion emblem visible, must be re-
moved so as not to imply any endorsement by The American Legion. 

2.   Can we use our American Legion post for a political event? When using post facilities to host any 
candidates, the post must remove American Legion emblems and American Legion flags to avoid any im-
pression of endorsements. Candidates for all parties must be presented with equal opportunity to use 
the facilities on the same terms and conditions as other competing candidates. 

3.   Can I get The American Legion at the local, state and national level to support a candidate running 
for Congress or any political office? No. In Article II, Section 2, of the Constitution of The American Le-
gion, "The American Legion shall be absolutely nonpolitical and shall not be used for the dissemination 
of partisan principles nor for the promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public office or pre-
ferment." Additionally, the National Charter, approved by Congress, stipulates The American Legion as 
an organization is nonpolitical. Therefore, The American Legion as an organization is never to help or en-
dorse a candidate. However, you, as a private citizen and not speaking for the organization, can do what-
ever is legal and ethical to advance his/her candidacy. 

4. Can our post host a registration or voting drive to support “Get Out the Vote”? Yes. Just remember 
that volunteers working on an American Legion-sponsored registration and voting drive should not wear 
campaign buttons or make their personal views about candidates, parties and issues known in any way 
while they are engaged in nonpartisan activities for their post. Any campaign materials or literature 
should be removed from areas where nonpartisan activities are taking place. 

Department Of Massachusetts 

The American Legion 

24 Beacon Street ∙ State House Room 546-2 ∙ Boston, MA   02133 ∙ (617) 727-2966 
                           deptadjutant@masslegion.org 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/165ACY0220-Vote-America-Booklet.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/165ACY0220-Vote-America-Booklet.pdf
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   Family 
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   Editorial—John Lenotte, NEC 

GET OUT THE VOTE 

Elections are important to our republic. As citizens of this great nation, it is our duty and responsibility to 
exercise this right of franchise by casting our ballots on Election Day and to encourage others to do so as 
well.  It was on this premise that The American Legion’s “Get Out the Vote” program was initiated shortly 
after the organization’s inception. Today it is as important as it was in elections past. 

The Legion's "Get Out the Vote" program encourages all Americans to register and vote in all elections. In 
addition, Legionnaires, posts, districts and departments are encouraged to fully involve themselves in the 
electoral process by serving as poll volunteers, poll workers and by encouraging and assisting others to reg-
ister and vote. 

All Legionnaires are encouraged to renew their commitment for continued service to this country by being 
politically active as individuals. By working together as an organization we can make a difference by pro-
moting an informed populace, participation in our government, and involvement in its electoral pro-
cess.  We cannot forget that in this country, our government is “of the people, by the people and for the 
people.” It cannot survive as a democratic republic unless the people participate. That is our task. 

The American Legion encourages all Americans to register and to vote in all elections. Legionnaires have 
traditionally responded to the call and are among the groups of individuals most likely to cast their ballots 
on Election Day.  

Americans have the right to vote for whom they choose to represent them in our representative form of 
government. They also have the duty, and responsibility, to use their right to vote and to familiarize them-
selves with the candidates and the issues that are up for decision on Election Day.  

Every election is important, as the individuals elected to office will establish laws under which we must live 
and they will make important decisions for spending the tax dollars we pay to our government.  

Citizens must be reminded that good government is established when informed and concerned citizens 
participate in the electoral process. They must understand what is expected of them, and they must know 
clearly and simply how to go about doing it. The American Legion Get Out the Vote program strives to do 
that.  

Each year we elect public officials whose decisions directly influence the lives and well-being of all citizens. 
The benefits derived from voting are produced by electing officials that are in tune with the wishes of the 
citizens and their concerns in providing a community, state and nation in which it is suitable to live, work 
and raise a family.  

The electorate must be reminded that their vote guarantees all other rights, builds schools, paves high-
ways, collects taxes, maintains the armed forces, directs the foreign policy, and influences how our friends 
overseas view our republic. History has proven that one vote can make a difference, so it is important that 
every single voice be heard. Each citizen must be made aware that their vote is important and that you are 
willing to help provide an easy access to the election process for them.  

 

Continued on Page 14 
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   Editorial (Continued) 

Voting is a powerful way for a citizen to participate in their government. It gives them a voice in issues that 
affect their lives. It is the goal of The American Legion and its Get Out the Vote program to encourage more 
Americans to vote, and to suggest activities on how American Legion posts can increase voter turnout and 
serve as a resource to get the job done. 
 
All this information and more are available at www.legion.org , search for: Get out the vote.     NOTE:  not 

AI generated. 

Get out and vote but be an educated voter! 

Remember:  BE PART OF THE SOLUTION!   

 

M A S S AC H U S E T T S   

 E - L E G I O N N A I R E  

Have some news! 

Share it in the E-Legionnaire 

Monthly Deadline is the 25th 

HELP WANTED 

The Department of Massachu-

setts is seeking a member to  

assume the  

responsibilities of the editor of 

the Monthly Newsletter the  

Massachusetts E-Legionnaire 

“I’ve always believed … that it’s 
not the color of the cap. In fact, 
every color of cap that we wear 
today – with the exception of one 
– is temporary. The only perma-
nent cap that we have in The 
American Legion in the blue cap.  

  Blue Cap is your only permanent Cap! 
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   SAL Detachment of Massachusetts Fund Raiser 
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WASHINGTON — Department of Veterans Affairs national cemeteries will host a day of service and re-
membrance to honor victims of the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. Public Law 107–89 established 
Sept. 11 as Patriot Day, and the law encourages Americans to honor victims of the 9/11 attacks. 

This year’s events take place on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 10:00 am (local time)at more than 140 VA and 
state Veteran cemeteries and will include opportunities for community volunteers to clean headstones 
and participate in other cemetery beautification activities.  

Forty-seven Veterans and dependents who died because of the terrorist attacks on 9/11 are buried or 
memorialized in VA national cemeteries, mostly at the Calverton and Long Island National Cemeteries in 
New York. More than 16,000 Global War on Terror Veterans have been interred in VA national cemeter-
ies nationwide. 

VA’s National Cemetery Administration this year is collaborating with the nonprofit organization Carry 
The Load to host events across the nation that allow volunteers to observe Patriot Day. 

“As our nation marks the 25th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks, VA national cemeteries offer a mean-
ingful place to honor the courage and sacrifice of that day,” said VA Under Secretary for Memorial 
Affairs Sam Brown. “I invite all Americans to join us at one of our participating cemeteries as we honor 
and preserve the legacies of the victims, first responders, service members, and families forever 
changed by the 9/11 attacks.” 

“As we come together on the 25th anniversary of 9/11, Carry The Load’s National Day of Service and Re-
membrance gives Americans a meaningful way to honor the nearly 3,000 lives lost,” said Stephen Hol-
ley, president and co-founder of Carry The Load and a U.S. Navy SEAL Veteran. “Through service at na-
tional cemeteries across the country, we come together to honor the families, first responders, military 
members and communities forever changed by 9/11 and carry their stories and sacrifices forward.” 

Those wishing to participate in VA cemeteries’ National Day of Service and Remembrance can register 
here. Cleaning supplies and other materials will be provided and there is no cost to participate. Click 
here to learn more about VA’s burial benefits and memorial services 

https://www.congress.gov/107/plaws/publ89/PLAW-107publ89.pdf
https://www.cem.va.gov/volunteer/National-Day-of-Service.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/volunteer/National-Day-of-Service.asp
https://carrytheload.org/
https://carrytheload.org/
https://carrytheload.org/patriot-day/registration/
https://carrytheload.org/patriot-day/registration/
https://www.cem.va.gov/burial-memorial-benefits/
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In Recognition of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, Massachusetts State Representative Colleen 

Garry, the Dracut Town Selectman's Board, and the Christ Church United of Dracut Massachusetts organized a reading of the Dec-
laration of Independence to    commemorate the 250th Anniversary of its adoption.  

Standing very near the very same spot where it was first introduced to the Town of Dracut, our Dracut American Legion provided 
our color guard, participated in the reading, and posted a wreath at the Memorial of those that first fought at the battle of Lexing-
ton and Concord in the first days of the  American Revolution War. 

Extending special thanks to the following for their participation and attendance: 

Post Commander Dick Ducharme 
Post Adjutant Barry Kuntz 
Post E-Board Member Steve O'Donnell 
Post Member Michael Buote 
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   Around the Department—Sheffield Legion Riders Inaugural 
 Official Ride 

On July 25th, shortly after celebrating their first anni-
versary, the Sheffield American Legion Riders proudly 
sponsored their inaugural official ride, “Steel Horses 
for Veterans”. The day could not have been more per-
fect, with beautiful weather providing an ideal back-
drop for what would become a memorable milestone 
for the chapter. 
 
The morning began with the American Legion Post 

graciously providing breakfast and coffee, welcoming riders and helping set the stage for the day’s festivi-
ties. Meanwhile, Chapter members busily registered participating riders, organized the motorcycles, and 
coordinated the details for a smooth and organized departure. 
 
With engines rumbling and spirits high, the ride officially got underway, winding its way through the pic-
turesque countryside of Berkshire County, Massachusetts, and Columbia County, New York. Riders were 
treated to miles of scenic roads, rolling hills, and the quintessential beauty of the region before ultimately 
arriving at a delightful restaurant in Valatie, New York, where the ride came to a fitting conclusion. 
For the Sheffield American Legion Riders, this inaugural ride represented more than simply a day on the 
road. It marked another important step in the chapter’s young history and reflected the camaraderie, 
dedication, and commitment that continue to define its members. What began just over a year ago has 
already grown into a meaningful tradition—one that the chapter looks forward to building upon for many 
rides and many miles to come. 
 
Neil Raymond 
Director, Sheffield Legion Riders 
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 THE BERKSHIRE 1082 500 46.21% 

3 PIONEER VALLEY 3004 1424 47.40% 

4 CENTRAL 4054 1751 43.19% 

5 NORTHEAST DISTRICT 3160 1401 44.24% 

6 SOUTHEAST DISTRICT 2105 1055 50.12% 

7 METROPOLITAN BOSTON 1096 507 46.26% 

8 NORTHEAST SHORE 2252 1110 49.29% 

9 SOUTHEAST SHORE 1852 918 49.57% 

10 SOUTHSHORE CAPE COD & ISLANDS 3316 1626 49.03% 

297 CAPITOL HILL 968 217 22.42% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 968 62 65.29% 

     

 National Quota 23,857 11,141 46.70% 

 Calendar 

  2027 Membership Standing as of  August 20, 2026 

Start Date Time Event Location 

9/7/26  6:15 PM Membership Pre-DEC Zoom 

9/12/26  10:00 AM Finance Committee Stoughton Post 89 

9/12/26 11:00 AM  Membership & DEC Stoughton Post 89 

9/13/26 1:00 PM POW/MIA Ceremony Battleship Massachusetts 

9/21/26 7:00 PM Adjutant’s Meeting Zoom 

9/24-27  National Presidents Home-
coming 

Sturbridge, MA and other locations 

10/17/26 4:00 PM Dept Presidents Testimonial Winchendon Post 193 

10/19/26 7:00 PM Adjutants Meeting Zoom 

10/27/26 6:00 PM Membership Meeting Zoom 

Please note Membership Goals will be set at the Membership Workshop 

Next Month! 



 

 

Page 25 

  2027 S.A.L. Membership Standing as of August 20, 2026 

 District Goal Current 

1 BERKSHIRE 235 8 

3 

HAMPDEN/FRANKLIN /

HAMPSHIRE 638 100 

4 WORCESTER 1017 85 

5 MIDDLESEX 1309 51 

6 NORFOLK 970 46 

7 SUFFOLK 198 21 

8 ESSEX 518 40 

9 BRISTOL 236 12 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 695 23 

 National Goal  5816 386 

 July Edition  

 

Go to Masslegion.org/newsletter for your copy 

 

            MyLegion  
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Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department 

of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guide­lines for submissions.  

 

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save 

your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to 

make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • 

WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho­

tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embed­ded in the article) as high reso­

lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track 

them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap­

tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.  
 

• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help 

us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing 

program.  

 

• E-mail everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no 
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next 
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any­

thing with you.  

“Veterans Strengthening America” 

T H E  A M E R M A S S A C H U S E T T S  I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire: 

Send your email address to:  deptaddjutant@masslegion.org or to the 

Editor at fmacdonald53@comcast.net.   

Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service?  Send 

the Department office your Name & Address and you will get a hard 

copy mailed to you. 

The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc. 

24 Beacon Street 

Room 546-2, State House 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

 

Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @ 

The American Legion Department of Massachusetts 


