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Al + BRANDING: USE IT SMART, USE IT RIGHT

By Virna Luke

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is rapidly becoming part of everyday public relations work. From
creating social media graphics to drafting content, Al offers speed and convenience. But with
that comes a responsibility we cannot overlook, protecting the integrity of our brand.
As members of the American Legion Auxiliary, we are entrusted with safeguarding the
emblem and everything it represents. The emblem is not just a design element, itis a
protected symbol tied to our Congressional Charter, our Veterans, and our mission.
Al tools can sometimes generate logos, symbols, or graphics that appear similar to official
emblems but are inaccurate or altered. Using these can unintentionally misrepresent the
organization and weaken brand consistency.
To stay aligned:

* Always use official emblems from approved sources

¢ Review Al-generated content carefully before sharing

* Avoid recreating or modifying protected symbols

» Follow national branding guidelines in all materials
Al should support your work, not replace your judgment. It is a tool, not the voice of the
organization.
Used correctly, Al can help expand your reach, improve efficiency, and enhance storytelling.
But the standard remains the same: accuracy, consistency, and respect for the brand.
Strong public relations is built on trust. Protecting the emblem protects that trust.
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The National Americanism Commission of the Sons of The American
Legion (SAL) has adopted ongoing support of the Flying Flags for Heroes
program through SAL Resolution VI, approved during the Spring NEC
2022 meetings.

The purpose of the Flying Flags for Heroes program is to inspire genuine
patriotism within our communities while promoting national pride in
our country, its flag, our military, and our veterans throughout the
entire American Legion Family.

Reporting the flag placements of your Post, Squadron, Unit, or Chapter
prior to August 8, 2026, will assist the Commission in achieving its
goals of 1,000,000 flag placements and 100% Detachment participation
before the 54th SAL National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky.

For additional information, visit FlyingFlagsForHeroes.org or use the QR
code to access the reporting section of the website directly.
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Lisa A. McPhee

Lisa A. McPhee
Department Adjutant

Vet erans Straightening Ameri ca

The American Legion was built on and committed
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, Nati onal Sec
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https://www.legion.org/documents/pdf/resolutionbooklet_2017.pdf
https://archive.legion.org/
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=AMERICAN

LEGION

MASSACHUSETTS
Department

Legion College
Saturday

May 16"
9:30 AM
Quinsigamond Post 318

180 Greenwood St, Worcester

Topics include:
» Leadership & Gaining Momentum
» Team Building & Mentorship
» Eliciting Change & Change Management
» Oddities of Post Operations
(The stuff not in the book)

Lunch & Coffee will be provided

To register contact Department Office .
DeptAdjutant@masslegion.com or (617) 727-2966
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THE COLUMBIA PROTOCOL: —
" COLUMBIA SUICIDE SEVERITY
=] RATING SCALE (C-SSRS)
-
= ' JUST ASK.YOU CAN SAVE A LIFE. e —
-~
g

Turning Conversations into Lifelines:

Indentifying & Helping Veterans and Those in the Community Who Need

Immediate Support
¥ June 20", 2026
ﬁ American Legion Post 138
175 Main St. Spencer, MA

The Columbia Lighthouse Project’s
mission is to light the way to ending
suicide. Their message, like the Columbia
Protocol itself is simple,

“Just ask. You could save a life.”

The American Legion Post 138, and family, have invited instructors from the
Columbia University to come to Spencer to teach their 90 min Columbia Protocol-
Suicide Severity Rating Scale (C-SSRS) to anyone interested in receiving the
training. After training, participants will be able to:

Use the Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale to determine at risk individuals.
Identify risk factors and warning signs.

Outline types of sucicidal ideation & behaviors that indicate immenent risk.
Communicate effectivly with an individual who may be at risk.

——— 2 A 8 & & &
Open to the Public!

==—AMERICAN Coffee & Pastries - 9 A.M. to 10 A.M.
LEGION Program - 10 A.M. to Noon P

AUXILIARY Q&A and Networking to follow e ——

For More Information:
Call: 508 885-3132 Mariann LoSasso
Email: post138spencerma@gmail.com
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21st Annual
DEBORAH SAMPSON
AWARD CEREMONY

June 12, 2026
11:00am - 12:30pm

Massachusetts State House : :
Witness the presentation of

Great Hall
feeabileis the Deborah Sampson Award,
Register by June 5 listen to captivating stories of
bit.ly/4bMGFw?9 bravery and sacrifice, and be

part of commemorating the
legacy of one of America’s
first female soldiers.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts For more information ' visit
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ¥
VETERANS SERVICES mass.gov/WVN
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